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some people, that the proper formula should be made up
by adding a little of " this" to make the fruit set, and a
little of " that" to increase the sugar content, and a little
of "the other" to improve the color, are very largely
without foundation of scientific evidence.

A ton of fresh, oranges and lemons removes the follow-
ing amounts of plant-food from the soil:


	JNlTROGEN
	PHOSPHORIC ACID
	POTA.SH

Oranges      .......
	3 &8 Ib.
	1.06 Ib..
	4.22 Ib.

Lomions
	3 04 Ib
	1 16 Ib
	5 08 Ib.


	
	
	

Citrus growers, a^ a rule, do not limit themselves to
replacing the amount of plant-food removed from the
land, but commonly apply as fertilizer many times this
amount of plant-food.
A. study of soil analyses teaches us that when the
average California soil begins to fail from heavy produc-
tion nitrogen is most likely to be the first crop limiter
and after nitrogen phosphoric acid, and after that potash.
Most Important of all, however, is the physical condition
of the soil, for all of these elements may be present in
excessive amounts; and yet if the physical condition of
the soil is not favorable to a vigorous and healthy root
action, the plant-food present cannot be used. By proper,
physical condition is meant that state in which the soil
"will absorb water quickly and hold it long as well as admit
air to considerable depths.